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1653 for he could remember little of a speech a lew days after he had delivered it.

He defended all he had done in the past, he pled for

a wider toleration in a famous passage which I have

already  quoted,1  but  above all he  enlarged on the

mysterious leading of Providence and the great work

to which they had been divinely called.   " I confess I

never looked to have seen such a day. . . . And why

should we be afraid to say or think that this may be

the door to usher in the things that God has promised,

which have been prophesied of, which He has set the

hearts of His people to wait for and expect ?   We know

who they are that shall war with the Lamb against his

enemies: they shall be a people called and chosen and

faithful. . , . Indeed I do think somewhat is at the

door.  We are at the threshold; and therefore it becomes

us to lift up our heads, and encourage ourselves in the

Lord. . . . You are at the edge of the promises and

prophecies."  He concluded with a rhapsody based upon

the noble rhythms of the 68th Psalm.   His audience

shared his mood.   On July 12 the members issued a

declaration in the same tone;   as before the birth of

Christ, God's people were aware of the coming of a new

world: let England be the instrument to complete the

divine work, by breaking the yoke and removing the

burden of sin !2

On the opening day Oliver informed the new body of the nature of its tenure ; it was to last till November 3, 1654, and three months before its dissolution to choose its successors. Next day it began its sittings in the chapel of St Stephen. It arrogated to itself the name of parliament, elected as an executive a new Council of State, and appointed twelve committees to examine grievances. It chose as Speaker Francis Rous, who had been Provost of Eton, and was the author of the Scottish metrical version of the Psalms. Oliver had a seat in both parliament and Council, and in November he had the latter reconstructed, thereby securing a working moderate majority. Things were less comfort -
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